
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
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The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 9, 2013 
Title:  The GRACE of God - The INGATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 4 
Text:  Acts 2:37-42 
Theme: God is inviting everyone everywhere to accept Jesus as both Lord and Messiah 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Introduction:  
“This powerful, intelligent, consecutive, and interesting discourse, supported every where by 
prophecies and corresponding facts, left them without reply and without excuse; and they 
plainly saw there was no hope for them, but in the mercy of him whom they had rejected and 
crucified.”1 
 
If what Peter said is true and that Jesus is both Lord and Messiah and they have killed Him, 
then they are in deep trouble.  The hammer blows placed by Peter literally rocked the hearts of 
his hearers.  This is the power of the Word of God used by the Spirit of God on the people of 
God.  If we do not believe the Spirit uses the Word to do what Psalm 19 speaks of, then we are 
playing church and living lives of lies. 
 
There is a harsh reality to the gospel.  Not everyone will believe this.  Notice what they are 
rejecting.  It isn’t simply a loss of salvation, but the rejection of joy.  The only means to this 
eternal pursuit of happiness is found in Jesus Christ, only and alone. 
 
Not all man made means lead to the God of the Bible.  I fully recognize the narrowness of this 
statement.  I recognize we might for this very reason be called narrow-minded, and such a 
label as this is repugnant and politically incorrect, but there is a fundamental issue at play and 
there are absolutes and an objective clarion call reaching out and echoing through the 
corridors of time, “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden . . . “ (Matt. 11:28-30). 
 
The words of Peter are those he heard from the Lord Himself in Matthew 16 at Caesarea 
Philippi, “Who do you say that I am?”  There can be only one answer to that question. 
 
Outline: 
“The message of salvation also contains the affirmation of its unlimited character. There are at 
least three features. First, although many Jews of Jesus' day assumed that God was concerned 
only with their people and race, frequently only pious Jews, Jesus asserted this is not the case. 
He associated with the common people, with publicans, prostitutes, and sinners (5:30-32 ; 7:34; 
15:1). He pointedly noted that even in the Old Testament God at times showed favor to 
Gentiles over Hebrews who had the same needs (4:23-27). He made a hated Samaritan the hero 
of a parable that cast Jewish religious leaders in a bad light (10:25-37). Joy comes over the 
repentance of the lost, not those who are already part of the favored group (15:1-32). The 
universality of salvation is a major theme of Acts. Jesus' last words before his ascension 
declared that his associates are to be witnesses "to the end of the earth" (1:8). The rest of the 
book depicts the initial, labored steps in carrying out that directive. The second feature of the 
message of the universality of salvation is that salvation is not limited to a particular culture 
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and is not to be earned by observing ethno-cultural religious rights and laws, even Jewish 
ones. This was a difficult truth for the early church to grasp; thus the expansion of Christianity 
beyond the Jewish people and territory required the clarification of its message. The Council of 
Jerusalem (Acts 15), under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (v. 28), recognized that God makes 
no distinction (v. 9) and that salvation is by grace through faith (vv. 9-11). This means that in 
addition to Jews, God accepts ‘the remnant of men all the Gentiles who bear [his] name’ (v. 17). 
Restrictions of place, ritual cleanness, race, and commandments such as circumcision are not 
required by God for salvation. The third factor of the universality of salvation is the 
responsibility to make it known throughout the world. The universality of salvation carried 
with it the mandate for both evangelism and missions. Luke-Acts ends as Paul, in Rome, 
proclaims "the kingdom of God and about Jesus that God's salvation has been sent to the 
Gentiles’ (Acts 28:23 Acts 28:28 ).”2  
 
Our Bible tells us that a problem exists.  Anyone can see there is an intrinsic sickness that 
permeates humanity.  If the problem were capable of correction through human means, then it 
would have been fixed a long time ago.  We have thrown everything at the problem, including 
the kitchen sink, and still it defies correction. 
 
There is only one solution and it is the one told of in the Bible and played out before us in the 
gospel.  This is what the immediate audience was confronted by and this is the question they 
now ask. 
 

I. The Anguish of our Mutiny - (vv. 36, 37 [What shall we do?]) 
 
Verse 2:37 says "they were pierced to the heart."  “This is the Greek term kata plus nussō. The 
root word is used in John 19:34 for Jesus being nailed to the cross. Peter's sermon nailed these 
hearers to the truth of the gospel. This obviously refers to the necessary conviction of the Holy 
Spirit which precedes salvation (cf. John 16:8-11; Rom. 3:21-31).”3 
 
“Greek - ‘they were pierced to the heart’ (an idiom for acute emotional distress).”4 
 
“The word translated ‘pierced’ is katanusso from the verb nusso which means ‘to pierce’ and the 
preposition kata which means ‘against.’  Adding the preposition to the verb strengthens the 
action.  It carries the idea of violent piercing.  This is the only place in the New Testament this 
word is used.  Homer used the word to describe the pounding of the hooves of horses upon 
the earth.  The word translated ‘heart’ is kardia and it is used here to represent much more than 
just the organ which pumps blood through our body.  It is the deepest inward being.  In the 
Scripture, the heart represents more the seat of intellect than the seat of emotions.  Putting 
those two words together, it is clear that the people felt a deep, visceral response to the words 
of Peter.  This phrase has been paraphrased as: 

�      ‘broken in heart’ 
�      ‘conscience smitten’ 
�      ‘kicked in the gut’ 
�      ‘stunned by the enormity of their sin’ 

This intensity of feeling moved them to action.”5 
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“They were pricked in their heart. The word translated ‘were pricked,’ katenughsan, is not 
used elsewhere in the New Testament. It properly denotes to pierce or penetrate with a needle, 
lancet, or sharp instrument; and then to pierce with grief, or acute pain of any kind. It answers 
precisely to our word compunction. It implies also the idea of sudden as well as acute grief. In 
this case it means that they were suddenly and deeply affected with anguish and alarm at 
what Peter had said.”6 
 
This is the question confronting us all.  YOU CRUCIFIED the Lord of glory.  It was because of 
your sins that God became man and offered Himself up as our substitution and satisfying 
sacrifice.  Those immediately present were only the mean by which that sacrifice was carried 
out.  They are no different than you and me.  Had we been present, we would most likely be a 
part of that unholy group. 
 
This is the question confronting us all. 
 

14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him 
whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless 
they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD 
NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!" (Rom. 10:14, 15) 
 
And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, (Acts 9:5) 
 
29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 

and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 They said, "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." (Acts 16:29-31) 

 
This is ALWAYS the issue, the forced dilemma.  You have to choose. 
 

II. The Answer is JESUS (Everything in this text points to HIM) 
 

III. The Appropriation of God’s provision for joy (vv. 38, 41) 
 

A. Repent - Believe (v. 41) 
 

“Repent, humble yourselves before God, and deeply deplore the sins you have committed; 
pray earnestly for mercy, and deprecate the displeasure of incensed justice.”7 
  
Verse 2:38 says "Repent."  “This is an aorist active imperative, which means make a decisive 
decision. The Hebrew term for repentance meant a change of action. The Greek term meant a 
change of mind. Repentance is a willingness to change. It does not mean a total cessation of 
sin, but a desire to please God, not self. As fallen humanity we live for ourselves, but as 
believers we live for God! Repentance and faith are God's requirements for salvation (cf. Mark 
1:15; Acts 3:16, 19; 20:21). Jesus said ‘Unless you repent, you will all perish’ (cf. Luke. 13:3, 5). 
Repentance is God's will for fallen man (cf. 2 Pet. 3:9, Ezek. 18:23, 30, 32).”8 
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Repent is used five times in the Book of Acts.  Metanoeo is a compound word from meta and 
noeo.  It means, “To think differently or afterwards, i.e. reconsider (morally, feel 
compunction):―repent.”9 
 

• Peter said to them, repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38) 
 

• Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19) 
 

• Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your 
heart may be forgiven you. (Acts 8:22) 
 

• Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent, (Acts 17:30) 
 

• but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the 
region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance. (Acts 26:20) 

 
The noun form, repentance, is used in six verses in Acts.  Metanoia comes from the same word 
family as metanoeo.  It describes the condition of one who repents. 
  

• He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5:31) 
 

• When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the 
Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." (Acts 11:18) 
 

• after John had proclaimed before His coming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. (Acts 
13:24) 
 

• Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus." (Acts 19:4) 
 

• solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Acts 20:21) 
 

• but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the 
region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance. (Acts 26:20) 

 
Biblical repentance (v. 38) is intrinsically tied to “gladly receiving” (v. 41).  The KJV translates 
this idea better than the NASB with “GLADLY RECEIVE.”  The adjective “gladly” describes 
the manner in which Jesus is received.  The receiving is a compound word accenting and 
celebrating the warmth in which the truth is welcomed into one’s life. 
 
You can repent without genuine belief, but you cannot believe without genuine repentance.  
Repentance is the physical expression of the spiritual reality when we were moved from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His Beloved Son.  A genuine believer can no more 
not repent than the sun could refuse to shine. 
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B. Be Baptized (“Identify with” – Remember John’s Baptism) 

 
“Take on you the public profession of the religion of Christ, by being baptized in his name; 
and thus acknowledge yourselves to be his disciples and servants.  It was by being baptized in 
the name of Christ that men took upon themselves the profession of Christianity; and it was in 
consequence of this that the disciples of Christ were called CHRISTIANS.”10 
 
“The verb is a third person imperative, but the common translation ‘let each of you be 
baptized’ obscures the imperative force in English, since it sounds more like a permissive 
(‘each of you may be baptized’) to the average English reader.”11 
 
The truth of being baptized is always preceded by the cause of “gladly receiving.”  Baptism is 
an empty act without first gladly receiving JESUS as Lord and King. 
 

for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. 
(Acts 1:5) 
 
Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38) 
 
So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand souls. (Acts 2:41) 
 
But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. (Acts 8:12) 
 
Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed 
signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. (Acts 8:13) 
 
For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. (Acts 8:16) 
 
As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch *said, "Look! Water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?" (Acts 8:36) 
 
And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, 
and he baptized him. (Acts 8:38) 
 
And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up 
and was baptized; (Acts 9:18) 
 
Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
did, can he? (Acts 10:47) 
 
And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few 
days. (Acts 10:48) 
 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.' (Acts 11:16) 
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And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us. (Acts 16:15) 
 
And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was 
baptized, he and all his household. (Acts 16:33) 
 
Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the 
Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized. (Acts 18:8) 
 
And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's baptism." (Acts 19:3) 
 
Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus." (Acts 19:4) 
 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 19:5) 
 
Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name. (Acts 
22:16) 

 
In none of these passages is baptism by itself.  Faith/believing in Jesus always precedes 
baptism.  Although we do not believe baptism saves you, we do believing baptism is a public 
declaration of sincerity, of genuineness, of identity.  The question is not “why should I be 
baptized,” but rather “why would I not be baptized?”  Nowhere does Luke in telling the Story 
ever remove water baptism from discipleship. Luke takes us to the end of Paul’s ministry/life 
and nowhere is baptism absent from the Story.  Is this not what Matthew 28:18-20 tells us to do 
in making and maturing disciples?  I cannot imagine Peter or Paul telling anyone not to be 
baptized or that it did not matter. 
 
“In the name of Jesus Christ. Not eiv, but epi. The usual form of baptism is into the name of 
the Father, etc., eiv. Here it does not mean to be baptized by the authority of Jesus Christ; but it 
means to be baptized for him and his service; to be consecrated in this way, and by this public 
profession, to him, and to his cause. The name of Jesus Christ means the same as Jesus Christ 
himself. To be baptized to his name is to be devoted to him. The word name is often thus used. 
And the profession which they were to make amounted to this: A confession of sins; a hearty 
purpose to turn from them; a reception of Jesus as the Messiah, and as their Saviour; and a 
determination to become his followers, and to be devoted to his service.  Thus, (1Co 10:2) to be 
"baptized unto Moses," means to take him as the leader and guide. It does not follow that in 
administering the ordinance of baptism they used only the name of Jesus Christ. It is much 
more probable that they used the form prescribed by the Saviour  himself, (Mt 28:19;) though 
as the peculiar mark of a Christian is that he receives and honours Jesus Christ, this name is 
used here as implying the whole. The same thing occurs in Ac 19:5.”12 
 
“There is nothing in baptism itself that can wash away sin. That can be done only by the 
pardoning mercy of God through the atonement of Christ. But baptism is expressive of a 
willingness to be pardoned in that way; and a solemn declaration of our conviction that there 
is no other way of remission.”13 
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IV. The outcome of His work (v. 39) 
 

A. For forgiveness (v. 38b) 
 
Forgiveness through faith in Christ is a recurrent theme in these sermons in Acts (i.e., Peter 
2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 10:43; and Paul 13:38). 
 

• Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38) 

 

• He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of your sins. (Acts 5:31) 

 

• Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your 
heart may be forgiven you. (Acts 8:22) 

 

• Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives 
forgiveness of your sins. (Acts 10:43) 

 

• Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of your sins is proclaimed to 
you, (Acts 13:38) 

 

• to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of your sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified 
by faith in Me. (Acts 26:18) 

 
“We must not push the items or the order of the events of salvation because they are often 
different in Acts. Acts was not meant to teach a standard formula or theological sequence (cf. 
How To Read the Bible for All Its Worth, pp. 94-112), but record what happened.”14 
 
What does this idea of forgiveness mean?  There is a side to forgiveness that needs to be 
understood. There was an occasion when I was hanging out with my grandson and his 
stubbornness got the best of me so I said some straight truth to him.  We walked in silence for 
a minute and then he said, “I’m sorry grandpa.”  I thanked him and we continued our walk.  A 
minute later he said, “Grandpa you didn’t say what you are suppose to say.”  I asked him 
what that was and he said, “I forgive you Solomon.”  I said, “Solomon, grandpa always 
forgives you.”  I then tried to explain to him how God’s forgiveness is unconditional, but 
inside of our relationships we need to go to people and apologize, but we should always 
forgive people regardless of whether they ask for forgiveness.  I’m not sure that connected in 
his head, but we finished our walk.   
 
When my son came home I brought this up (it wasn’t pressing on me, but I thought I would 
mention it to him).  He laughed and said, “Solomon asks for forgiveness when he is about to 
be corrected and he thinks that by saying he is sorry all of the consequences to his poor choices 
will simply go away and he will not be corrected.”  We laughed. 
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Here is my difficulty with our theological surmising.  On a human level our confession of sin 
does not negate the consequences of poor choices.  If you spend years abusing your body, 
confession and repentance will not automatically restore you to health. 
 
BUT WHEN GOD FORGIVES, YOU ALL OF THE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES AS THEY 
RELATE TO HIM ARE GONE.  When God forgives you because of His Son’s work in your 
behalf there is no longer any sin issue hanging over your head.   
 
The problems we face in this life are only the shadows of the much deeper and darker reality.  
When you appropriate the living Christ through faith in His person and work, every negative 
brought about by sin that exists between you and God is gone.  Do you hear me, IT IS GONE.  
Listen here is what is sounds like according to the Bible, “IT IS FINISHED; IT IS DONE” (John 
19:30; Rev. 21). 
 
You are free.  You are released.  You are rescued.  You are delivered.  You are without debt.  
You are blameless before the Father and above reproach.  You are a joint heir with Jesus.  You 
are at complete liberty to walk with God in the cool of the day in the Garden of His making.  
You are able to approach the throne of grace with freedom and liberty and obtain mercy and 
find help in your time of need.  Friends, forgiveness from God gives you love without 
condition, acceptance without requirement, forgiveness without limit, blessings without merit 
and service without reward. 
 
Why would it appear our experience of God is so empty and sinful pleasure is so enticing?  It 
is because the shadow immediately gratifies our “lusting” in whatever shape it takes.  There is 
no long term delay between poor choices and immediate gratification.  The trouble is in the 
protracted participation with such gratification.  We perpetually sacrifice the joy we have in 
God on the altar of immediate gratification. 
 
“Why addictive behavior is so hard to resist 
 
Why are addictive behaviors, well, so hard to resist? We know they are bad for us. We know 
they won’t give us what we ultimately want. We’ve had times where we assure ourselves that 
we will not return to behaviors that have hurt us in the past…and hurt our families. We’re 

sure we would never find them appealing again. 
And then we find ourselves returning to the habit 
again. 
I’ve written more recent blog posts on the topic of 
addictions (you can also use the search engine on this 
page to find others). You may also check out my 
“Slides, Articles, etc.” for links to talks on the cycle of 
addiction. Here, I want to help non-addicts take the 
mystery out of why addictions are so addicting. 
It is quite simple, really. Addictions work–in the short 
run.  Here’s how they work: 
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1. I feel a particular “need” (craving, desire, want, …and I feel desperate about the “need” 
2. I solve the need with something that fills the need, at least temporarily. 

Think about it. You wouldn’t drink alcohol for 2 days in order to get the benefit. You drink 
because in 20 minutes you will get the benefit. You wouldn’t view porn for a week in order to 
finally get some payoff. You view porn to get the pay off now. 
Of course, when we solve with the addictive behavior, we rarely calculate the cost because 
the cost does not seem all that nearby. But the cost is there nonetheless. Cover-ups, 
deception, use leads to shame, self-hatred, distance from family, and ironically, increased 
desires or “need.” On the other hand, “waiting” delays the use of the “substance.” When 
waiting includes using spiritual resources, friends, and other helpful mechanisms, it often 
encourages careful self-assessment. In time, the “need” may become more distant and the 
addict may come to see how unhelpful the “substance” really is. In Christian terms, this 
casting our burdens/desires on the Lord reminds us that we are not in the fight alone. Why is 
it so hard to resist addictive behavior? Because they always give a pay off now. And Godly, 
wise, mature, delay or waiting tactics will never pay off in the immediate at the same rate of 
power. Praying IS powerful but God is not a vending machine and so praying rarely gives a 
person a cellular high.  If you are walking alongside an addict, remember that addictions make 
lots of sense and resisting almost always means increased pain, angst, and desire. So be sure to 
encourage them along the way. Telling them that their “I need” isn’t accurate may be true but 
probably won’t help them let go of desire. Rather, try hanging out with them in the “decision” 
spot pictured above. Sometimes when we delay deciding to use for a bit, we actually gain 
capacity to say no.:” 15 
 
This is what God delivers us from.  We must look past our despair, our disease, and our 
dysfunction and we must look to our present reality of Jesus.  He does and is delivering us 
from our sin and our self. 
 

B. For fulfillment (v. 39) 
 
God promised such provision for sins atonement.  The forgiveness of sin and the filling of the 
Holy Spirit are consequences of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 
Notice the language selected.  The language is inclusive.  The invitation is wide. 
 
“That is, the promise respecting the particular thing of which he was speaking―the influences 
of the Holy Ghost. This promise he had adduced in the beginning of his discourse, (Ac 2:17,) 
and he now applies it to them. As the Spirit was promised to descend on Jews and their sons 
and daughters, it was applicable to them in the circumstances in which they then were. The 
only hope of lost sinners is in the promises of God; and the only thing that can give comfort to 
a soul that is convicted of sin, is the hope that God will pardon and save. ”16 
 

V. The Story continues to unfold (vv. 40-42) 
 
Verse 2:40 says "with many other words." “This is textual evidence that the sermons recorded 
in Acts are summaries. This is also true of Jesus' teaching and preaching in the Gospels. The 
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first century world was accustomed to oral presentations and their retention. ‘solemnly 
testified’ This Greek term (dia plus marturomai) is popular with Luke (cf. Acts 2:40; 8:25; 10:42; 
18:5; 20:21,23,24; 23:11; 28:23; Luke 16:28). The gospel has an urgency and [ultimo/finality] that 
cannot be ignored in either proclamation or hearing.”17 
 
Verse 40 uses the phrase "this perverse generation."  “This may be an allusion to Deut. 32:5 and 
Ps. 78:8. The OT root for the terms ‘right,’ ‘righteous,’ ‘just,’ ‘justice’ was ‘a river reed’. It 
became a construction metaphor, a measuring reed, or straight standard. God chose this 
metaphor to describe His own character. God is the standard! Most of the words for sin in 
Hebrew and Greek refer to a deviation from this standard (i.e., crooked, perverse). All humans 
need to be saved and restored.”18 
 
God alone is the one who makes straight the crooked (cf. Hebrews 9 “Time of Reformation”).  
Remember, Pentecost commemorates the day in history when the Law was given to Israel.  
That day, when first covenant was given and broken, 3,000 people died.  Now the new 
covenant is given, kept by God Himself and 3,000 people are made alive. 
 
“’Were added-three thousand souls,’ they went over from one party to another. The Greek 
writers make use of this verb to signify that act by which cities, towns, or provinces changed 
their masters, and put themselves under another government. So these 3000 persons left the 
scribes and Pharisees, and put themselves under the teaching of the apostles, professing the 
Christian doctrine, and acknowledging that Christ was come, and that he who was lately 
crucified by the Jews was the promised and only Messiah; and in this faith they were baptized. 
These 3000 were not converted under one discourse, nor in one place, nor by one person. All 
the apostles preached, some in one language, and some in another; and not in one house-for 
where was there one at that time that could hold such a multitude of people? For, out of the 
multitudes that heard, 3000 were converted; and if one in five was converted it must have been 
a very large proportion. The truth seems to by this: All the apostles preached in different, parts 
of the city, during the course of that day; and in that day, 3000 converts were the fruits of the 
conjoint exertions of these holy men.”19 
 
The intent of this passage is to assure us that what the prophets spoke of is now being fulfilled.  
Acts 2 is not an anomaly.  Acts 2 is what we are.  We live with so much pettiness and defeat, it 
fatigues even the strongest of us.  But God chooses to use the weak in order to defeat the 
strong; He uses the foolish to confound the wise.  My intent is not to whip us into some kind of 
emotional frenzy, but to know and see how we are living in Acts 2.  Consider how the church 
is described in Acts 2:43-47. 
 

The state of the church in the days immediately following Pentecost (Acts 2:43-47) – 
Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state 
of the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary 
accounts of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a 
sentence or two.  This is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These 
summaries are located in Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We 
are not told how long a time this summary account covers, but it was probably an 
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extended period of time.  Some have speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may 
cover a period of many months.   
This paragraph provides us a beautiful description of the church in its early days.  No 
doubt the people who were involved in that early fellowship looked back on those days 
with fond memories.  I believe these verses show us a picture of how the Lord intends for 
His church to be.  At this point in time, the church was characterized by five things.  It is 
these things (not buildings or programs) that make the church the church!  
1.      The early church was characterized by a deep reverence for God – “And everyone kept 
feeling a sense of awe…” (v.37) – The word translated “awe” is phobos from which our word 
phobia comes.  The basic meaning of the word is fear or reverence or respect.  At least five 
times in the Old Testament we are told that the fear or reverence of God is the beginning 
of wisdom or knowledge (see Job 28:28; Ps. 111:10; Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 15:33).  One of the 
heresies of modern theology is an attitude that minimizes the transcendence of God and 
the majesty and power of God.  The early church did not make that mistake. 
2.      The early church was characterized by miraculous power – “…and many wonders and 
signs were taking place through the apostles…” (v.37) – We saw in a previous session that at 
least nine times a phrase similar to “wonders and signs” appears in Acts.  Things happened 
in the early fellowship that could not be explained in human terms alone.  Supernatural 
events took place, especially through the ministry of the apostles.  No doubt this 
increased the “sense of awe” they were all feeling.   The point of these miraculous deeds 
was to point people to Jesus.  The apostles consistently refused to accept credit for the 
deed performed through them.  They clearly understood that it was not their power but 
the Lord’s power that resulted in “wonders and signs.” (See Acts 3:12 & 4:8-10). 
3.      The early church was characterized by unity and sharing – “And all those who had 
believed were together, and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and 
possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.” (v.38) – The unity of 
the early church is stressed over and over again in the first part of Acts.  We have seen it 
alluded to three times: Acts 1:14, 15; 2:1.  In this paragraph are two more references to the 
unity of the early fellowship.  Verse 38 says they “were together” and verse 46 describes 
them as being “with one mind.”  This sense of closeness caused them provide for each 
others needs as they were able.  Two things need to be said about their selling of property 
and giving the proceeds to those who had need: 
�         There is no evidence this communal practice continued after the very early days of 
the church.  Apparently is was a response to a pressing need at the moment (after all, 
many of the people who made up the early fellowship and stayed in Jerusalem for further 
instruction were not permanent residents of Jerusalem).  I know of no place where the 
Scripture teaches this is God’s permanent plan for how His people should live. 
�         The verb tenses of “selling” and “sharing” suggest not a one time act but continuing 
action over time.  The suggestion is that as needs arose, people who were able sold their 
property to help meet the specific need.  It is not that these new Christians just 
indiscriminately sold all they had and gave the money away. 
4.      The early church was characterized by worship and joy – “And day by day continuing 
with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals 
together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people.” 
(vv.46-47a) – Notice their worship was both public (“in the temple”) and private (“from 
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house to house”).  The phrase “breaking bread” may refer to the Lord’s Supper (see note on 
Acts 2:42) and “taking their meals” may refer to ordinary meals.  The Lord’s Supper was 
traditionally eaten in relation to full meal.  Meals had much more of a sacred significance 
in the Jewish culture of the 1st century than they do in our culture today.  One writer says: 
“We can safely say that every meal had a deep religious meaning for the Jewish 
Christians.  Whenever they ate their food together, surely they must have recalled that 
night when Jesus at His last supper with the disciples.”  [T.C. Smith, The Broadman Bible Commentary, 

Vol.10] 
These public and private acts of worship were not performed out of a sense of obligation 
or duty.  They were carried out “…with gladness and sincerity of heart…”  Their worship 
was characterized by a spirit of joy.  Worship was not done grudgingly but joyfully! 
5.      The early church was characterized by continuous growth – “And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were being saved.” (v.47b) – Notice there was no special 
evangelistic or mission emphasis.  The natural result of people living in awe of God, 
letting God’s power flow through them, loving each other, and worshiping with joy is 
that others were attracted to their fellowship.20 

 
This is a summary statement of what God’s VISION looks like in His Body, the Church.  This 
is what the GARDEN was to be and will be and is.  Friends, our tendency is to say “that was 
than, this is now.”  We conclude that everything was wonderful in the first century and my 
response to that is “no, it was not good nor bad it was/is the church.”  That same church is this 
church.  Times have changed, but Jesus hasn’t.  Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.  
Let us set aside our set aside our struggles and let us singularly pursue the resurrected Christ.  
Amen. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Do you know Jesus as both Lord and King? 
2. Is the Holy Spirit speaking to you to come and accept Him as your Lord and King? 
3. Today is your day.  Do not let it pass without settling this issue of Jesus. 
4. If you have not aligned yourself with a local church, then ask yourself why and than 

perhaps you might consider this church as your church. 
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